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Implementing Cisco IP Switched Networks (SWITCH) Foundation Learning Guide: Foundation

learning for SWITCH 642-813 Â   Richard Froom, CCIE No. 5102  Balaji Sivasubramanian   Erum

Frahim, CCIE No. 7549 Â   Implementing Cisco IP Switched Networks (SWITCH) Foundation

Learning Guide is a CiscoÂ® authorized learning tool for CCNPÂ® and CCDPÂ® preparation. As

part of the Cisco Press foundation learning series, this book covers how to plan, configure, and

verify the implementation of complex enterprise switching solutions using the Cisco Campus

Enterprise Architecture. The Foundation Learning Guide also covers secure integration of VLANs,

WLANs, voice, and video into campus networks. Â  Each chapter opens with the list of topics

covered to clearly identify the focus of that chapter. At the end of each chapter, a summary and

review questions provide you with an opportunity to assess and reinforce your understanding of the

material. Throughout the book detailed explanations with commands, configurations, and diagrams

serve to illuminate theoretical concepts.  Â   Implementing Cisco IP Switched Networks (SWITCH)

Foundation Learning Guide is ideal for certification candidates who are seeking a tool to learn all the

topics covered in the SWITCH 642-813 exam. Â  Â - Serves as the official book for the Cisco

Networking Academy CCNP SWITCH course Â - Provides a thorough presentation of the

fundamentals of multilayer switched network design Â - Explains the implementation of the design

features such as VLAN, Spanning Tree, and inter-VLAN routing in the multilayer switched

environment Â - Explains how to implement high-availability technologies and techniques Â - Covers

security features in a switched network Â - Presents self-assessment review questions, chapter

topics, summaries, command syntax explanations, network diagrams, and configuration examples

to facilitate effective studying Â  This book is in the Foundation Learning Guide Series. These

guides are developed together with CiscoÂ® as the only authorized, self-paced learning tools that

help networking professionals build their understanding of networking concepts and prepare for

Cisco certification exams. Â 
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Overall, I find that this book is helpful in studying for the 642-813 exam, but it is riddled with errors. It

is helpful in learning the concepts in each chapter, but not trustworthy in the details. I have spent a

lot of time correcting command syntax for example. There are also obvious typos, and I don't trust

the review question answers without double checking against another source. In a way, I suppose it

should help me be better prepared for the exam by doing this extra work, but I would rather the book

be more reliable.

I've got several certs including CCNA, BCNE, Security+ and have read/used dozens of books to get

them. This is by far the worst book I've ever come across in terms of the number of errors. I'm

talking typos, misspellings, bad grammar, wrong use of language, broken English, errors in labeling

of diagrams, etc, etc. It appears as though it was written by a 12-year old Malaysian kid that barely

speaks English (no offense to 12-year old Malaysian kids).I'm on chapter 6 and have stopped

marking the errors in my book. I've found literally hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of these

mistakes. Some errors are easy to identify and move on without affecting your understanding of

what you're reading. But when there are errors in labeling of diagrams including IPs, port numbers,

and VLAN numbers, how do I know if it is a typo or if my understanding is off and the diagram is

correct?? It gets frustrating.It is starting to make me doubt the credibility of the authors. One would

think that one of the world's largest and most respected hi-tech companies could put out a decent

book. COME ON CISCO PRESS...YOU CAN DO BETTER THAN THIS!Competition breeds

excellence and a lack thereof breeds mediocrity. I think since there are so few other books on the

subject, they can put out a POS and no one will squawk.The actual content is good and

informative...which I guess is the important thing and the reason I give it 3 stars. But Gee whiz, it is

hard to get past multitude of errors.



Looks like each of the author individual chapters. There is not flow to them; each chapter is written

differently. Most of them are cut and paste from Cisco's web site. But if you think the copy/paste is

worse, they have written on what they have understood about it on some chapters which makes it

much worse.Based on the way they have written it looks like they are not from the field. There are

no research or practical approach to anything. Topics like SNMP, RADIUS servers proves that they

have just read document online and wrote the chapters.Worst book

I enrolled in Cisco Academy CCNP course, so had to purchase this as a textbook. This book was

one of the worst book I had ever studied. As a MCSE, MCNE, CCNA with MS in Electrical

Engineering, I could not understand this book. The more I studied, the more confused. This book

lacks of consistency and clear explanation about the concepts. Lots of errors even on Chapter

answers. The authors are so lazy, did not update erratas yet. Reconsider to use this book as a

CCNP Switch exam. Not even worth for any reference book either.

I was really surprised at the poor quality of this book. After getting getting my CCNA certification

through self-study, I've come to expect a level of quality from the Cisco Press books. There were so

many mistakes in this book that it was difficult to learn the material. While reading, I would think that

I understood a concept, but then an example would be inconsistent with my understanding (and the

text). It was tough because I didn't know enough to just say "the book is wrong", so I had to stop

reading the text and go learn the concept from an outside source. That made it an inefficient tool for

learning.Also, the writing is not stellar. Some sentences are awkward. I find it distracting when I

have to switch gears and try to figure out what the author is trying to say.Here are the positives: The

book covers about 80% of the current Cisco SWITCH curriculum, so it definitely helps when

studying for the CCNP tests. Also, the book had plenty of examples and clear drawings. If you're

familiar with the previous Cisco Press certification guides, then this should offer no surprises.Bottom

Line: Its a good study resource, but by no means can it be an exclusive study path for certification.

Read critically, and if something seems out of place, you should look it up.

I've been working my way through this book in preparation for my upcoming CCNP Switch test. I

work as a network engineer full-time and mainly on Cisco equipment so I'm familiar with a good

many of the Cisco Press books and with Cisco's documentation in general (I mention this only to

show that my problem with this book is not just me having trouble with technical understanding).

This book is absolutely horrible. It appears no one even bothered to proof read it before it was



published. I have found instances where the text refers to the WRONG switch when referencing a

diagram (will refer to switch A when it meant switch B), instances where paragraphs are essentially

repeated (occasionally just phrased slightly different but the same information but in some places

near verbatim) and also instances where answers given to review questions in Appendix A are just

plain WRONG. It sure makes it hard to learn from the book when you don't have 100% faith in what

the book is telling you due to poor editing. I understand that this was the first book available for the

new version of the CCNP Switch exam (642-813), but if I was Cisco Press I'd be ashamed to put my

name on it.If you're looking to certify and haven't bought any of the CCNP books then I'd

recommend checking out the CCNP Routing and Switching Official Certification Library (CCNP

Routing and Switching Official Certification Library (Exams 642-902, 642-813, 642-832)

(Certification Guide Series)). For under $100 you get books covering all three tests and much better

CCNP Switch book!
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